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“Where are you going?” 
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IT WAS 
NOT MY 
INTENTION 
TO 


BLAME 
you. 


IT IS 
ALSO WHY 
WE WORSHIP 


OUR HEAVENLY 
FATHER, WHO 
GRANTS US 

MUCH-NEEDED 

SUCCOR. 


SEARCH, WE 

CAN NEVER 

FIND IT. WE 

4” \ REMAIN UN- 
FULFILLED. 


THIS NEED 
BRINGS US 
TOGETHER, 
THAT WE 
MAY EACH 
PROVIDE 





j 
Ale 4 


IT 
COULD 
NOT BE 
AVOIDED. 


car ay, 


7M 





A 
KING MUST 
SOMETIMES 

BE COLD AND 
STEADFAST 
TO ACCOM- 
PLISH WHAT 

MUST BE 
DONE. 


OUR 
PEOPLE 
HAVE BEEN 
BLESSED 
BY YOUR 
LONG AND 
MERCIFUL 
RULE. 





THIS 
IS ALL 
FOR THE 
SAKE OF 
YOUR 
PEOPLE. 


OH! 
MAJESTY! 
SHOULDN'T 


HAVE MY 
CARRIAGE 
SUMMONED, 
PLEASE. 





BRING 
MEA 
BOUQUET 





I AM 
SIMPLY 
NOT TO 
OVER- 

EXERT 
MYSELF. 


you... 


I HAVE 
COME TO 
OFFER 
FLOWERS. 





. , N st R 
XY Wi ERY 
: we : 


CAN IT 
TRULY 
BE 
THAT... 





I REMEM- 
BER IT 
AS IF IT 


“4 WERE 
BA YESTERDAY. 


THEY'D 
ONLY 
JUST HAD 
THEIR 
FIRST 
CHILD. 


IF THEY 
WERE 
STILL 

ALIVE... 


SIX 
YEARS 
HAVE 
ALREADY 
PASSED 
SINCE THE 
GREAT 





THE PAST 
CANNOT 


BE 
CHANGED. 


THE 
INSIDE 
CAN STILL 
HAVE A 
FUTURE, 
THOUGH... 











OH! 
YOU'RE 
FROM 
BEFORE! 


YOU'RE 
BACK! 


I EVEN 
ATE UP 
ALL MY 
DINNER! 





ARE YOU 
FEELING 
A LITTLE 
BETTER? 


HA HA! 
YOU DO 
SOUND 


MUCH 
IMPROVED, 


NOTHING 
CAN 


CHANGE 
YOUR FATE 
NOW. 


SOO0- 


000 —_——a od eu Y 
ORING! -ierar IN Pepi YOu 
eone 7 Sa ae MUST 
LET GO 
Fane OF THAT 
ma THOUGHT. 





I NEED 
TO TALK 


TO 
TEACHER. 





IT \ 
WOULD BE 


ag 
wi 
KS 
=O 








THERE'S 
SOME- 


WE'RE 
UP SO 
HIGH...f 


PULL 
THAT 
SHUTTER 
CLOSED 
TOO, 
PLEASE. 





= 
Ss 


ARE THE 

REGIONS 

THE KING 
ABAN- 
DONED. 


J 





THERE 
WAS LITTLE 
CHOICE BUT 
TO ABANDON 

THE LANDS 

WHERE 


IT RAN 
RAMPANT. 


7 THE INSIDE 
HAS BEEN 
PLAGUED BY 


TO 
see F IT REARED 
ITS HEAD... 


BY ROYAL 
DECREE, 
AFFLICTED 
LANDS AND 
PEOPLE 
WERE SHUT 
OUT OF THE 
KINGDOM. 





AH. 


THAT ’ 
REPRE- WHAT'S 


SENTS... Jin Ee Tile 


HOLE 





Soe 


ro SSN 
a 
AASAS NES . 


YOU COULD 
GAZE DOWN 








THAT 
WAS THE 
GREATEST 
BLOW THE 

CURSE 

EVER DEALT 
TO OUR 
KINGDOM. 


| COUNTLESS 


CURSED 
PEOPLE 
WERE SLAIN, 
BUT TO NO 
AVAIL. ONLY THE PEOPLE 
ONE PATH & | : LIKE 
REMAINED. £ : WILDFIRE. 


ONLY SIX 
YEARS HAVE 
PASSED 
SINCE THAT 
DISASTER 


AND YET, 
STRANGELY... 





IT'S 
ALL THE 
CURSED 
PEOPLE. 


A 

‘| FORGETTING 

(\ STUFF, AND 
THEN... 


THE 
SOLDIERS, 
TOO. 


IT 
HAPPENED 
TO 
AUNTIE. 


EVEN 
TO... 
TEACHER. 








IT 
WOULD 
CAUSE ALL 





eae) 
perpen re 





I'VE NEVER 
HEARD 
MENTION 
OF SUCH A 


YETI 
SAW NO 
INDICATION 
THAT SHE 
WAS 

LYING. 


IF ONLY 
SHE HAD 
THE VISAGE 
OF A 
MONSTER. 


HOW MUCH 
SIMPLER 
EVERYTHING 
WOULD BE. 
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I PRAY 
YOU'LL TAKE 
CARE NOT TO 
OVEREXERT 

YOURSELF © 
WHILE STILL 
RECOVERING. 





ALL OF 
OUR OLDEST 
RECORDS 


I MIGHT, I 
CAN'T FIND 
ANYTHING 


= THEIR 
5 Bovies, HY TuAT 
AND LOSE LOSE PUNISHMENT 
EVEN THE THEIR ff BECAME 
ABILITY HEARTS... /] THE CURSE, 
TO DIE. CH 


DOOM |S 
INEVITABLE. 
THERE IS 
NO CURE. 





ae THE CURSE 
4 4 i pe LOOMED 
‘enon VER US FOR 


: SO MANY 

AT ONCE, ip FWA YEARS. IN ALL 

A CLEAR a Pe ee TAT TIME, 

SOLLITION Wig ifi.,\ THERE'S Been 
HAS HO) | O HIN 


NOPE OF aN 
ANSWER. 


AND THEN 


I CAN 
SEE NO LINK ¥ THERE'S THE 
BETWEEN 


MEANS BY 
THE GIRL Ee WHICH WE'LL 
As SUPPOSEDLY 


BUT SHE 
REMAINS 
COMPLETELY HR 
UNAFFECTED § 
BY IT. 


PEOPLE. 





DIFFICULT £ 
DAY, TOO. 5 
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THIS. 
DECREPIT 
OLD CHAPEL 
HASN'T 
BEEN 
USED /N 


I'VE 
NEVER 
BEEN 
INSIDE. 








THE 
STONE OF 
THIS DAIS 

SEEMG... 
DIFFER- 
ENT? 


AS IF THIS 
CRACK 
ALONG THE 
BOTTOM 
WERE PLIT 
THERE 
DELIBER- 
ATELY. 








_... a 


. \ i 1S THIS 
: | WHERE 

HIS 
HOLINESS 
WENT? 








AN 
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Forme 
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Etta 


UNDER- 
NEATH 
THE OLD 
CHAPEL? 
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ALL PEOPLE, 
HAVE 
FOLLOWED 
ME HERE. 


hte 


STs 


PROIT ETT tT HAriad 


eer e Eee eae 
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REVELATIONS 
RECEIVED 
OVER 
GENERATIONS, 
ANSWERS 
TO THE 
QUESTIONS 
OF 
PETITIONERS. 


FAITHFULLY 
RECORDED. 


IF THE 
eee 


AR 
DANGEROUS, 


NOT 


IT IS OUR 
DUTY TO 
RECORD 

EVERY WORD 
ACCURATELY, 
WITHOUT 
EMBELLISH- 
MENT OR 
OMISSION. 


THE HIGH 
PRIEST IS 


CAPABLE OF 
HEARING 
OUR HOLY 
FATHER'S 


You 
Se 


TH 
ANSWER 
TO THAT. 





TO BURN \ 
THESE TOMES 
WOULD BE TO 
RETURN THEM 

TO HIM ON 

THE SMOKE, 
AS GOOD AS 
SAYING THAT 
WE REJECTED 
THE VOICE OF 

OUR GOD. 


AT ANY TIME, yy 
SOMEONE MIGHT iy Ys STORING 
READ SOMETHING : YY Y ys THEM 

THEY SHOULD fj Why f OPENLY IN 
NEVER BE PRIVY . Yi P lf, THE CHAPEL 

TO, AND WHAT } fh tis WOULD 
SHOULD BE KEPT LA Aff BE FAR 

SECRET MIGHT WY fy Vu TOO RISKY. 
COME TO LIGHT. . Lei VA 


ALL SUCH 
TOMES 
HAVE BEEN 
GATHERED 
HERE, AT 
THE HOLY 
FATHER'S 
FEET. 





YOU WILL 
UNDER- 
STAND 
ONCE 
YOU READ 
THEM. 
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I HAVE A 
QUESTION 





BLT TELE tt eee 
a 


You 
SPOKE WITH 
SOMEONE 
YESTERDAY, 
DION'T 
YOU? 


DID THAT 


SOMETHING 
SMALL 


ENOUGH oe SOMETHING 


| TO TUCK HAT HE 
M™ INTO YOUR | ce. 


PALM. © 





Q- 
i 
w 
UN 
8 
x 





TELL ME 
ANYTHING! 
I WANNA 
HEAR 
EVERY- 


KNOW 
TEACHER? 


POSSIBLE 
YOU'RE 


HIS 
DAUGHTER 





IF HE 
DOESN'T 
REMEMBER 


SO I'M 
GONNA 
SAVE HIM 
THIS TIME, 


DO YOU 
KNOW 
WHAT HE 
DID?! HE 
WENT AND 
GAVE ME 
HIS SOUL, 
AND THEN... 





ooo 








Chapter 43 





HE DELIB- 
ERATELY 
SUMMONED 
AN 
OUTSIDER 





SEQUENCE 
OF 
EVENTS 
UNFOLDED. 
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HA 
LIGHT WAS 
STOLEN BY 


DARKNESS 
LAY UPON 


THE 
WORLD, 


si 


XY 3 
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~~ C 1 HE | SASS ek 
Kote 


ML, Zz 
Zot 


OF THOSE 
FRAGMENTS 
REACHED UP 
TOWARD THE 


THER 
FRAGMENTS 
REACHED 
DOWN 
TOWARD THE 
EARTHLY 
MOTHER. 


THOSE 
BECAME... 





WORLD MADE 

AND TAKEN, 

AGAIN AND 
AGAIN. 


oP 


Z 


lf 


gin) 


AT 
THE END, 
LIFE 


WAS 
CREATED. 


IN 





SPECIAL 
phone 


O 
RIGHTLY 
BE 
CALLED 
THE FIRST. 


EACH 


SELVES TO 
CREATE IT. 





BUT THE 
LAND 
IS NOT 

ALL THAT 


WAS 
DIVIDED. 


THIS IS 
THE FIRST 
I'VE 


HEARD 
OF THIS 
“EARTHLY 


THERE IS 

NO DOUBT 
THAT WE 
ARE THE 

LIFE THAT 
WAS THUS 
CREATED. 


HOWEVER-- 


SIRE, YOU 
KNOW ALL 
TOO WELL 
HOW THE 
CURSE HAS 





CONVULSED. THE ¥ 


SCARS THEY 
CARVED INTO THE 
SOIL BECAME 
VALLEYS, AND 
THEIR BLOOD 
SPILLED IN THE 

«FORM OF 


THE DAY 
OF THE 
BEGINNING 
AND OF 
THE END. 





HE CHOSE 
TO CREATE 
LIFE ONCE 


WE WERE 
MA 


A PIECE 
HE 
STOLE 
FROM THE 
EARTHLY 
MOTHER. 


THE 
BATTLE 
SHATTERED 
ALL OF 
CREATION. 
WHEN 
IT WAS 
OVER... 











FATHER. 


YOU ONCE 

ASKED ME 
WHY HE DID 
NOT DEIGN 
TO PROTECT 

US FROM 
THE CURSE. 


THE 
ANSWER IS 
THAT HE 
LACKS THE 
POWER TO 


SHE 
LIKEWISE 





SHE TOO 
CREATED 
LIFE 
AS SHE 


FROM 
IT, SHE 
CREATED 
THE OUT- 
SIDERS. 


IF WHAT 


YOU'RE 
SAYING IS TRUE 
OUTSIDERS 
AND CURSED 
INSIDERS 
WOULD BE 
TWO ENTIRELY 
DIFFERENT 
SORTS OF 





INSIDERS, 
MADE 
OF THE 
EARTHLY 
MOTHER'S 
BODY, 
ARE THE 
"SOUL." 


THEY ARE 
NATURALLY 


OUTSIDERS, 
MADE 


OF THE 
HEAVENLY 
FATHER'S 
BODY, 
ARE THE 
"FLESH." 


EACH HAS 
NOW STOLEN 
THE OTHER'S 

BODY. THE 
OUTSIDERS, 
TAINTED AS 
THEY ARE BY 
THE POWER 

OF THE 

CURSE... 





HE CALLED 
OUT TO 
ITS FRAG- 
MENTS-- 


TO THE 
OUTSIDERS. 


THE OUT- 
SIDER THAT 
ANSWERED _ ¥ 

HIS SUMMONS 
HAPPENED TO 
ENCOUNTER 
INSIDERS 


ALONG 
THE WAY. 


“THESE 
THINGS 
HAPPEN" 


SOMETIMES 
THESE 
THINGS 
HAPPEN. 





HAPPEN’?! 





Y 
i 


Nar 
N 
A 
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HOW CAN 
SOMEONE 


OF YOUR 
POSITION... Fess THOUGHT 


BETTER 


TAKE 
HUMAN 
LIFE SO 

LIGHTLY?! 


YOU _ARE 
INCAPABLE 
OF 


COMPLETING 
A SIMPLE 
CEREMONY? 


Pro 
Coy rt sees 





FATHER'S 
REVIVAL 
IS NEARLY 
HERE. 


CERTAIN 
HE WILL 
BE WELL 
PLEASED. 


TO THINK 
THAT AN 
IMPURITY 
WOULD ALIGHT 
IN A FRAGMENT 
OF HIS BODY 
AND CARRY 
ITSELF 
STRAIGHT 
TO HIM! 





/: 
HOLINESS 
MUST HAVE 


HE KNEW 
THAT 
THOUGH HER 


IMPOSSIBLE * 
AS /T 


SEEMS, 
FLESH AND 
SOUL ARE /N 
HARMONY 
WITHIN HER. 


ASIDE HOW 
IT MIGHT 
BE POSSIBLE 
THAT THE 


BOTH 

OUTSIDER * 
AND 

INSIDER, 


SIMULTA- 
NEOUSLY. 


BEARS THE ' 


CURSE, 
BUT THE 
SOUL WITHIN 





UNDESIRABLE ¥ 
IMPURITY 


HAS 
ATTACHED 
ITSELF Sf 
TOWER, £ 
THAT'S ALL. ge 


WALKS AMONG 


US INA 
CHILD'S FORM 
DOES MAKE 
HER EASIER 


TO CONTROL. /¥ 





WY I HAVEN'T 
YET 
EXPLAINED 


YN 





Ven 
Mi 

Nt! f/f. iy 

ey \ \\ ‘ 
Z \\ \\ / 
ip A / 


i 
fi 
tT 
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BIRTH 
HERETICS 
LIKE YOU 


a 
—- 
Wey 
82Z9 
<95 
Ros 
co a 
et 


! 7 ae . ade 
LZ 


FOOLISH 
UNBELIEV- 
ERS WHO 

WOULD 

DOUBT 
THE HOLY 
FATHER. 





YOU CAN 


UNTIL 
I'VE 
COMPLETED 





Wh 
Ar 


\\ 


TEACHER 
/SN’T 
DEAD! 





THE 
CREATURE 
MAY HAVE 

JUST 
STUMBLED 
ACROSS 
THIS SOME- 
WHERE AND 


IS THIS 
SO-CALLED 
“TEACHER” 
OF YOURS 
THE ONE 
WITH THE 
CURVED 
HORNS? 





UNBE- 
LIEV- 
ABLE... 





LISTEN, ALL 
I'M SAYING |S 
THAT YOUR 
TEACHER 
HAVING THIS 


MEAN HE'S 
ALBERT. 





IF ALBERT 
WERE ALIVE, 
NOTHING 
COULD HAVE 


7 
he 


Seo 
(erin 





ry 
IMPORTANT 
AND T'LL 
TREASURE 
IT ENOUGH 
FOR Me 


AN 
TEACHER! 








ON MY 
Y\\ OWN, SIR! 


U 


DON'T 
ACT SO 
INDEPEN- 
REN IRe 


FUTURE, 
THOUGH. 


at 
en 


jeer rate cs 3 
| Hae Eee; 
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a. 
Ry 


ge WHERE’RE 
WE 
GOING?! 


WHAT'S 

GOING 
WE'RE oe 

TAKING THE YE ae core 

hil GIRL TO 

CEREMONY THE CHAPEL fees 


WAS SUS- : ir 
PENDED? SANCTUARY. 





ey "| ap See 





EVIDENTLY 
SPEED |S 
MORE CRITICAL 
RIGHT NOW 
THAN HAVING 
EVERY DETAIL 
IN ORDER. 


IF HIS 
MAJESTY 
HAS OR- 
DERED-- 


ALL SO 
UNUSUAL. 
NO ONE 
IN THE 
CASTLE 
KNOWS 
WHICH WAY 
TO TURN. 


COME 
FROM HIS 
EMINENCE. 
HE’LL BE 

CONDUCTING 
THE CERE- 
MONY. 





GIVEN WHAT 
HAPPENED 
THEN, /T 
WAS /NEV/- 
TABLE THAT 
THE TIMING 
Bur, OF THis 


LD 
THIS 
176 G6 TIGHT. 


WOULD 
HE SIMPLY 
CAST THAT 
ALL ASIDE 

AND? LET HIS 
HOLINESS 


: TAKE 
‘\ COMMAND? 


NO. 
THAT 
ISN'T 


THE 
PROBLEM. 


IS 
THAT THE 
/RREGULAR- 


IT's BEEN 


ONLY FOUR 
DAYS SINCE 
THE FIRST 
REVELATION 
CALLING 
FOR THE 


, CEREMONY. 


AIS HOL/- 
NESS WILL 
CONDUCT 


WHAT'S 
MORE, HOLY 
REVELATIONS 
COME ONLY 
EVERY SEVEN 
DAYS, AND 
ONLY IN CLEAR 
WEATHER. 


IT SEEMS 
TO ME 
HE HAS 
SOME 


FONONESS 
FOR THE 


HIS 
BUT THE 
miseuprion “EGO 
“ceeemony FARE 
ene HER. 


OBLIGATIONS 
AS KING. faa 





CERTAIN. 





USE ALL Y\ 
YOU HAVE. 
IT WILL 
SUFFICE. 


WE M 
BEGIN WHEN 
THE BELL 
TOLLS 
MIDNIGHT. 





BUT 
THE 
TIME IS 
FINALLY 


HARDLY 
GET THINGS 
UNDERWAY 
WITHOUT 
HER, AMM? 


WSN 
a NO, 
SRK 

» 


SS 





IF YOU 


CATCH ME, 


YOU'RE 
GONNA 
KILL ME! 


~ 


NA SN y S . 
TAS SS SS BA Ne ~~ 


See 


La sunn, 


| x 
‘ye @\G hn : S 


\, 


ys 
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RUNNING 
ABOUT 


LIKE 
HEADLESS 
CHICKENS 


AN 
CEREMONY 
AT 


THIS 
HOUR? 
WHAT A 

PECULIAR 


UGH, HIS 
HOLINESS 
HAS BEEN 
WORKING 
US HARD 
TONIGHT. 


COMING 
THROUGH! 








CURSES! 
CLEVER 
LITTLE 





7 ' A 


HERE, 
\ EITHER. 





HIS HOLI- 
AND NESS TOLD 
ORDERED { : ME HIS 
HIM TO MAJESTY 
DIRECT THE |. \ AD WITH- 
CEREMONY % DRAWN 


IN HIS 
ABSENCE. 


. TO REST... 


AIS 
MAJESTY 
ORDERED 
HIS HOL/- 

NESS? 


BUT... WHY 
WOULD 
HIS 
HOLINESS 
HAVE 
7O LIE? 


SEE HOW 
HIS HOLINESS 


HOLINESS’ 
CLAIM... 





THERE 
ARE DOZENS 
OF PEOPLE 
THERE RIGHT 
NOW. SOME- 
ONE WOULD 
HAVE SEEN 
HIS MAJESTY 


THE 
CEREMONY 


THERE'S Fae 


ANOTH- 


I 
SUGGESTED 
HE MIGHT 
LOOK 
IN THE 
CHAPEL. 





WHAT FOR? 
THAT 
BUILDING'S 
STOOD 
UNUSED FOR 
GENERATIONS! 


Vw; 
ay 
e ie 





RL 


a 
a 





YOU DON'T 
WANT 
THAT, 

RIGHT? 
SO STAY 
BACK! 


STAY 
BACK OR 
I'LL TOUCH 
YOU! THEN 
YOU'LL BE 
CURSED! 





HERE 
I'D HEARD 
SHE WAS A 
COOPERATIVE 
LITTLE 
THING. 


HOLINESS, 
WE'VE 
BROUGHT 
THE GIRL. 


DRAAAAAG... 


WHY 
DION'T WE 
BRING ANY 
SHACKLES 


1 HEY, NOW! 
ON YOUR 
FEET! 


WALK 
PROPERLY! fit 





DID YOu 
ENJOY 
YOUR 
LITTLE 
ca OF 


‘eee 





HE 
HOPE OF 
ALL THE 

INSIDE. 


THE CURSE 
THAT HAS 
PLAGUED 

US SO 
HORRIBLY 





SPIRITED 


YOU CAN'T 
I KNOW TRICK 
YOU'RE ME, NO 
TRYING MATTER 


TO 
KILL ME! 


WHAT 


PREPA- 
RATIONS 
FOR THE 

CEREMONY 
ARE COM- 





I TOOK 
THE 
LIBERTY OF 
DELVING 
INTO 


YOUR 
HISTORY. 


NO 
f MOTHER. 
: NO FATHER. }; 
I NO | 
SEARCHED A SIBLINGS. 
HIGH AND y 
LOW, BUT 
NO ONE 
KNOWS 


WHOSE 
CHILD YOU 


CAN STILL 
BE FAMILY, 
YES? 


ATTEMPTED 
TO CHASE 
THEM AS 
THEY LEFT 
WITH You. 





EITHER 
THAT OR 


THEY'VE 
PASSED 
ON. 








AN UTTER 
WASTE OF 
EFFORT, 
IF YOU 
ASK ME. 





BOOONG 


BOOONG 


BOOONG 





WAIT 
HAS 
ENDED! 


TONIGHT, 
LET US VOW 
TO DO ALL 
WITHIN OUR 
POWER, FOR 
THE SAKE 
OF THE 
INSIDE! 


WE 
FAILED TO 
CARRY OUT 
OUR HOLY 
FATHER'S 


ONE 
REQUEST, 
BUT... 





PRAY 
THAT TODAY 
MIGHT 


BECOME ; ST ie 
THE MOST = wt ANN (th gg = SONGS OF 


JOYOUS Ti PRAISE 
OF pays! fii . 3 THE HOLY 
mate FATHER...! 


OUR HOLY 
FATHER'S 





AQ MINOT OCT [|] 
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I'M NOT 

















TION 7RLULY 
COME FROM 
THE HOLY 
FATHER? 


= Ma 
1 Gave \ 
{ CEREMONY NO ORDERS 


FOR HIS 
anon HOLINESS 


TO PROCEED 


OUR HOLY | 


FATHER'S 


NOT 
eee 
PHYSICIAN BAe THINKING 


AT ONCE. 


FIRST, I'LL 
SPEAK OF 
THE FEET 
OF OUR 
FATHER. 


THAT paves 


WHA 
HAPPENED? 
YOU'RE 


BADLY 
INJURED! 





IN THE OLD 
ABANDONED 
CHAPEL 


pe 


WAS THE 
HANDIWORK 


OF THE 
FATHER...! 


IT Wake 


, AN 
IT may || OUTSIDER 
BE DIF- O THE 
FICULT TO INSIDE. 

BELIEVE... | 
BUT THE 
OUTSID- 
ERS ARE 
CREATED 
BEINGS. 


THE GOD 
OF DARKNESS 
STOLE OUR 


FROM IT. 





IT’S TIME 
FOR YOUR 
FOUL 
SCHEMES 
TO END! 


OBTAINS Ir, eM HEAVENLY 
He CARES 6 FATHER 
NOT WHAT  fitsd WANTS NOT 


THERE IS BEFALLS US. 


NO PROOF 
THAT 
IT WILL 
STOP THE 
CURSE! 


HIS 
HOLINESS 
ATTEMPTED 
TO MURDER 
ME WITH 
THE VERY 
BLADE 
HE NOW 
HOLDS! 








‘1: TRULY YET... 
BELIEVED 
I HAD 
NO 
OTHER 
CHOICE. 


IT WAS 
FOR THE 


GS GOOD 
I PRAYED OF THE 
I MIGHT \ INSIDE. 


SHOULDER 
THE SIN. 





WELL THAT 
WHAT 
I'VE DONE 
CANNOT BE 
FORGIVEN. 


BROUGHT 
OUR HOLY 
FATHER'S 
WRATH UPON 
MYSELF BY 
COMMITTING 
SUCH 


= VIOLENCE. , 


BUT... 


MAJESTY'S 
MADNESS. 


ae REG 





HE 
MEANT TO 
LEAD ALL 

OF THE 
INSIDE 
TO RUIN. 


BLAMING 
THE HOLE 


FATHER? 


: 
} 


SUCH BLAS- 
PHEMOUS 
LIES MUST 


NOT BE 
FORGIVEN! 


‘ 


HE KNEW 
THAT THE 
GIRLS SOUL 


A 
DETERMINED 
TO SEE THIS 
CEREMONY 

STOPPED, EVEN 
THOUGH IT 

MEANT TURN- 
ING HIS BACK 
ON THE HOLY 

FATHER’S 
GUIDANCE. 


UNLIKE 


TEACHINGS, 
I PLEADED 
WITH HIS 
MAJESTY 
TO SEE 
REASON... 


WOULD 


NOT 
TURN AWAY 
FROM HIS 
FOLLY. 





I BEG 
YOU, DO 
NOT FUR- 

THER TWIST 
THE TRUTH 
TO SUIT 


YOUR OWN ; 
PURPOSES. =| 


you 
HOPED TO 
GAIN THE 
PEOPLE'S 
SYMPATHY... 


STATUE IN 
THE OLD 
CHAPEL TO 
SEE THE 
TRUTH! 


FURTHER- 
MORE, WHAT 
POSSIBLE 
REASON 
COULD YOU 
HAVE FOR 
STOPPING THE 
CEREMONY? 


you 
TOOK THAT 
SMALL 
TRUTH AND 
TWISTED 
IT INTO AN 


| ELABORATE 


LIE. 


SHOULD 
A 


MONARCH 
ACT SO? 


MAJESTY, 
STOP. 
THIS IS 
PAINFUL 


HIS SWORD 
AND VOWED 
TO ACT ON 
BEHALF OF 
HIS PEOPLE 


AND 
KINGDOM? 


YOU TAKE 
THE PEOPLE'S 
GOODWILL 
FOR GRANTED, 
AND NOW 
YOU INSIST 
ON THIS 
FOOLISH- 


DECEIVE 
& YOU! 





SO LONG, AND 
NOW THAT 
WE'VE FINALLY 
FOUND A 
SMALL RAY . 
OF HOPE... é 
: be DO YOU NOT 
RECALL THE 
THOUSANDS 
OF PEOPLE 


LOST TO 
THE HOLE IN 
THE MAP? 


AND 
ALONG FRIENDS! f: 
WITH THE 


TRAGEDY 
STILL MARKS 


THE HEARTS 

OF ALL OUR 

CITIZENS TO 
THIS DAY! 


YOU ARE 
NAUGHT 
IT SERVES 
AS A STARK 
™ REMINDER 





a 
WS 
N 

= 
eS 


I'VE LIVED 
TOO LONG 
IN FEAR 
OF THE 
CURSE! 


SAAS 
LS 





THAT'S 
RIGHT! 
DON'T 
INTERRUPT 
THE CER- 


HE 
CEREMONY! 
FINISH IT 


AND 
SAVE US! 


THE HOLY 
FATHER HAS 
WATCHED 
OVER US 
FOR LONGER 
THAN WE CAN 
IMAGINE. 


AS HAVE I! 

THE GIRL'S 
SOUL WILL 
SAVE US 
FROM IT, 

















MA 
MISTAKES. 
THERE IS 
NO SHAME 
IN THAT. 


IF YOU 
SINCERELY 
REPENT 
OF YOUR 
SINS... 


HAT 
MATTERS IS 
THE WILL- 
INGNESS TO 
CORRECT 
ONE'S 
MISTAKES. 





I 
APPLAUD 
YOUR 
TENACITY. 





Fs 
& 
E 
& 
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z 
a 
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WHAT 
IS HIS 


HOLINESS 
DOING? 





| 


fit. in mh! 


A cue zl 


Vy \ 


KO 


ae 
NN 
-~ 
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we 


cS 


* NNN 








IT'S AS 
YOU SAID, 
HOLI- 
NESS. 


me 


< 


“R 


DETAIN 
ANYONE 
WHO 
LOOKS 


SO THIS 
WAS 
YOUR 
SOLUTION? 


A 
INDIGNATION, 
YOU USED 
DECEIT AND 
PREJUDICE... 


roage 
RIGHTEOUS 

MONSTERS 
DECISIONS. OVER 


THE HOLY 
FATHER. 








~ 





=) 





YES. HE 
GAVE NO 
THOUGHT 
TO HOW 
GRAVELY 
WOUNDED 
HE WAS. 


WANTED 
ME TO 
ENSURE 
YOU SAFELY 
REACHED 


THE 
OUTSIDE. 


AT 
FIRST, T 
DOUBTED 
MY EARS. 


I COULD 
SCARCELY 
BELIEVE 


ORDERS. 


HE TOLD 
ME TO 
FREE YOU 
WHILE HE 
DIVERTED 
EVERYONE'S 
ATTENTION... 





THANKS, 
MR. 
SOLDIER! 





CHOSEN TO 
BRAVE THE 
DANGERS 
OF THE 
OUTSIDE TO 
FIND YOU. 


7 SET ety 


THERE'S 





YOu 
WERE SO 
MEAN 


TO 
TEACHER! 


THAT 
CREATURE 


IS 
ALBERT. 





COULD YOu 
TELL HIM 
“THANK 
YOu" 





HE'S THE 
ONE WHO 


THEY WERE 
COMPLI- 
CATED, SO 
I DION'T 
UNDERSTAND 
IT ALL. 


MAYBE 
YOU KNOW, 
MR. 

SOLDIER? 


AND 
TOLD ME 
LOTS OF 

NEAT 
STORIES. 


THANK THE 


HE TOOK 
ME UP 
INTO THIS 


THANKS 
TO HIM, 
I WASN'T 
BORED OR 
LONELY. 








WHERE'S 
TEACHER? 


AZ 
ore 
32 

Aye 


3 


ah 
£8 
Vv 
sé 
+ 


Strange 
emme § §= Child is 
BQ over that 


gage hege ~BE 
ees. 





The one 
that looks 
like a Black 
Child is 
over there. “Teacher” 
: is not 


almost 
there. 


It goes " 
to the 
Strange 


The 
Strange 
Child waits 
just past 
here. 














EY.../ 
Y v 
LISTENING, 
RIGHT? 


OH! 
THAT'S 
RIGHT! 
TEACHER, 
YOUR 
NAME IS 
“ALBERT”! 




















ALWAYS 
HELPED ME 
50 MUCH. 

ALL THE 


YOU GAVE 


GIVE 
ANYTHING 
BACK 


AC 
TO YOu. 


YOU EVEN 
GAVE 
ME THIS 
LOCKET... 


THOUGH 
IT'S REALLY, 
REALLY 
IMPORTANT 
TO YOU. 





is 
YOURS. 

YOU 
SHOULD 
KEEP IT. 
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READING DIRECT! 


This book reads from right to left, Japanese style 

lf this is your first time reading mang you star 

reading from the top right panel on eac anit 

take it from there. If you get lost, just follow th 
numbered diagram here. It may seem backwards a 
. first, but vu -_ the hang of it! Have fu 


DU RO NAA Bae iS 


Teacher has lost himself, becoming just another wandering 


Outsider. At first, Shiva doesn’t want to believe, but as she 


realizes she’s been forgotten, she falls into despair. Will the 


two of them ever truly connect again? Meanwhile, the truth 
o} doom VoyuCetoe cute the machinations of gods—begins to come 
ce ae fie Perot Humanity makes a choice. A little 
ay makes a choice. Their actions lead the way to a future 


that must not come to pass. 
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